Toni Denham

A good solid start to the 2010 – 2011 Junior season has allowed Team Plymouth “Making a Sporting Difference” fencer Toni Denham selection to the  Junior A grade World Cup competitions in Bratislava, Slovakia on the 20th November and then Burgos, Spain on the 4th December.
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The 16 year old Plymouth High School fencer who is coached by Ian Lichfield started September by representing England at the UK School games which took place from the 2nd to the 5th, although the competition did not affect her UK Junior ranking the pre season competition gave her a good warm up for the forthcoming ranking events as the top four fencers from each of the home countries were present in Newcastle for this prestigious competition, Denham won bronze in the individual event going out in the semis to eventual gold medallist and fellow England fencer Leonora MacKinnon. The Girls went on to take Gold in the team event, with England fencing winning the overall competition cup. 
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Toni said “I was happy with my results over the weekend, a competition of this standard is a real test of your ability and being able to achieve a result like this both for myself and my home country is very pleasing”.

The weekend of the 11th September saw Toni travelling to Hampton, Middlesex for the British Selection Competition where she was placed 5th, she consolidated her position with a last 32 at the Bristol Open the following week-end.

On Sunday 3rd October she was in Sheffield at the English Institute of Sport, to take part in the U20 British Championships, seeded 4th after winning all her Poule fights, she won her last 32 fight against Lydia Fuller 15-6, then met Katrina Young (Bath) in the 16, defeating her 15-10. The quarter final saw Toni facing MacKinnon for a place in the semis, and everything was dependant on the last hit which eventually went to NacKinnon, leaving Denham placed 6th.

 Both fencer and coach have been very pleased with her performance so far this season, Ian Lichfield said “a lot of work has been undertaken over the past weeks and Toni is responding well, she has maintained her form turning out consistent performances at each event. Selection to the first two A grades this year is very promising and we are looking to consolidate her position further over the next few weeks.”
