Last weekend Ashley competed in the Southampton Invitational competition (similar to Plymouth's Armada Cup).  Although he is still officially in Boy's group B (13 -15 year olds) he was diving in a higher age group competing in the Boy's A+ category.  He achieved a PB in the Platform event with 331.20 points qualifying in 1st place for the final (against men up to 4 years older than him). He was competing two/three new dives for the very first time including a reverse 2 1/2 and inward 3 1/2 on platform and front 3 1/2 and reverse 2 1/2 on springboard.  Unfortunately Ashley could not maintain his form and even with a "fantastic last dive" (according to Lindsey Fraser Southampton and GB coach -Tom Daley's syncro partners coach) he finished in bronze medal position.  Later he competed in the same category on the 3mtr springboard.  He qualified in 3rd place for the final again with a PB of 272.15.  In the final he maintained his focus and finished in silver medal position.  

Southampton also has a trophy presented at the end of the competition in honour of the late diver 'Gavin Brown', who was tragically killed in a hit and run accident several years ago. The Gavin Brown trophy is awarded for the highest score in a back or reverse dive, before applying the tariff for the degree of difficulty.  Ashley was thrilled to receive this trophy, alongside his fellow team mate Charlie Wood, who had the same top score of the weekend.
 

Ashley will soon be off to the English Schools Diving Championships in Southend-on-sea on 20th November and then off to the CAMO meet in Montreal on 6th December, so I'll keep you informed of results after the events.  
